March 1, 2016

I Am Illiterate—but God Used Me to Save My Village
Dear xxxxx,
Zahra, an elderly woman living in a remote Kurdish village of 200 people in west Iran, had
never learned to read or write. She could not read the Quran; she could not read the news;
she could not read any important documents. Neither could anyone in her village.
Recently, she called to pray with us to receive Christ. Our
counselor realized that she was already a believer. Zahra
could not read the Bible. How had she learned about
Jesus? The counselor prayed with Zahra so that she would
have assurance of her salvation. The story Zahra then
shared with her amazed her. Here is Zahra’s story:
Our village is in the mountainous areas where we
get snow for six months a year. We are so remote that when it snows, we are
practically cut off from the city. My family has a ranch that raises cattle and sheep.
I am illiterate but have been watching your satellite programs for a long time.
Through those programs, I got to know about Jesus. One day when I went to the
river to wash my clothes, I had an encounter with Him. The water was very cold,
and my hands were freezing. But when I saw Jesus, He put his pierced hands on
mine, and my hands got warm. Then He said, “Believe in me.” Right there, I told
Him, “I do believe in You!”
This beautiful lady talked to our counselor for over 40 minutes, during which she quoted
scriptures repeatedly. Our counselor, being impressed, asked her, “You said you are illiterate.
How come you know so many verses by heart?” Zahra replied:
We have only one Bible in our village. All of us are illiterate except my son. We have
no school, but my son has been going to the city a few months a year to learn to
read and write. So after I encountered Jesus, I asked my son to get me a Bible the
next time he went to the city. He got a Bible and has been reading it to me daily. So
I have memorized verses and told them to everyone in my village
As a result, many in our village have come to Christ. Many gather in my home
regularly to watch your TV programs, receive your teachings, and listen to my son
reading the Bible to them.
If God used an illiterate, elderly woman to save a village, don’t you think He can use you
and me to save a nation? I believe the answer is “Yes, He can, and Yes, He is.”

