December 1, 2016

Satan Thinks He Has Taken My Son
Dear xxxxx,

I want to encourage you this Christmas season even if you have suffered a loss recently. Yes,
loss is real, suffering is real, but we can learn from persecuted Christians that joy in the midst
of suffering is real as well. Christ has come! He has come
to give us a hope and a future (Jer. 29:11). Here is a story
that may bring tears to your eyes, but will also encourage
your heart:
“One morning a lady named Akram called Iran Alive.
“I have only one son,” she said. “Mahdi is six years
old and has blood cancer. I am a Kurd, but I’ve come
to Tehran to get medical help for him. I’m a Muslim,
but I want you to pray for me.”
We asked one of our leaders in Tehran to go the hospital to visit and pray for her
son. For the next six months, Akram called us once per week to update us on her
son. Her every call was filled with pain, tears, and hopelessness. We kept praying
for Akram and Mahdi.
One day she called and said, “My son had a dream about Jesus Christ. Jesus came
to him and said, ‘Don’t worry, you are safe with me, and you will be with me
soon.’ Mahdi told me, ‘So don’t worry, Mom. If I die, I will be with Jesus.’”
We shared the Gospel with her then, and she came to Christ shortly afterward.
Not long after that, Akram called us again. With much peace and joy in her voice,
she said, “I have called to give you good news about my son, Mahdi.”
“Has the boy been healed?” our counselor asked with excitement.
“Yes, he was healed,” Akram answered.
The counselor was overjoyed. “Please tell us more about this miracle,” she said.
Akram said, “Okay, I will tell you. Two hours ago, at 6:30 a.m., Mahdi went to be
with the Lord.” Our counselor was troubled and began crying, but Akram
comforted her. “Jesus is the healer,” she said. “He did what He said He would do.
Mahdi is with Jesus now. And I will not let Satan attack and trouble my soul. Satan
thinks he has taken my only son from me, but I will raise up even more sons. I
will adopt two sons and raise them up to be Christians and serve the Lord. I am
not educated well, but I will raise these two sons to know the Bible well. I will
teach them.”
(over, please)

